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Summary

Survey Objects

The 2021 KAIST Startup Performance Survey was conducted on the basis of a DB of a total of 2,053 companies
established through cooperation from related departments/schools and independent investigations including existing
DBs. Out of these companies, the population was established as 1,276 companies, excluding those that had been closed
(701 companies) and those with insufficient information (76 companies).

Entrepreneur Profile Analysis

When examined, the current status of the backgrounds of KAIST startup entrepreneurs was as follows: faculty startups,
5.4% (69 companies); student startups, 78.9% (1,007 companies); and general public startups, 15.7% (200 companies).
Examined were the profiles of 1,076 entrepreneurs of KAIST faculty and student startups, excluding 200 entrepreneurs
from the general public (graduates of other universities).

When examined, the proportion of KAIST entrepreneurs’ affiliated colleges was in this order: the College of Engineering,
64.0% (689 companies); the College of Business, 20.1% (216 companies); the College of Natural Science, 8.4% (90
companies); the College of Liberal Arts and Convergence Science, 3.8% (41 companies); and the College of Life Science
and Bioengineering, 3.7% (40 companies).

As for KAIST departments/schools, according to investigations, startup was active in this order: the School of Electrical
Engineering, 15.5% (167 companies); the School of Management Engineering (Seoul), 14.7% (158 companies); and the
School of Computing, 11.9% (128 companies).

As for ages at the time of startup, KAIST entrepreneurs were distributed as follows: in their 30s, 41.1% (442 people); in
their 40s, 33.4% (359 people), and thus startup is most active in entrepreneurs in their 30s-40s. According to the total,
93.9% of entrepreneurs (1,010 people] were men and 6.1% (66 people) were women.

General Status of Startups

The forms of KAIST startups were as follows: corporations, 78.1% (997 companies); externally audited companies,
12.0% (153 companies); listed corporations, 6.2% (79 companies); and self-employment, 3.7% (47 companies). Out of

the total companies, large and medium-sized companies took up 2.8% (36 companies).

*Listed corporations: three companies in the securities market; nine companies listed on KONEX; and 67 companies
listed on KOSDAQ.

According to the business type classification, KAIST startups belonged to the following industries, in this order: (C)
the manufacturing industry, 40.7% (519 companies); (J) the information and communications industry, 33.9% (433
companies); and (M) the professional science and technology service industry, 12.5% (159 companies). Company
locations were in this order: Seoul, 37.6% (480 companies); Daejeon, 27.7% (353 companies); and Gyeonggi Province,
20.8% (266 companies).

KAIST startups’ business history was confirmed to amount to 11.9 years on average and was distributed in the following
range: 5 years or less, 25.9% (330 companies); 6-10 years, 22.0% (281 companies); 11-15 years, 17.6% (224 companies);
16-20 years, 16.5% (211 companies); and more than 20 years, 18.0% (230 companies).

Major Performance Analysis

In 2021, KAIST startups’ (832 companies) average sales per company amounted to 32.4 billion won and total sales
amounted to 27 trillion 17.5 billion won, respectively, with total sales having increased by 15.2% in comparison with the
previous year.

In 2021, KAIST startups’ (880 companies) average assets per company amounted to 94.9 billion won and total assets
amounted to 83 trillion 548.4 billion won, respectively, with total assets having increased by 60.1% in comparison with
the previous year.

As of April 2022, KAIST startups’ (884 companies) average number of National Pension holders (employees] per
company amounted to 53.4 people and total number of National Pension holders (employees] amounted to 47,215
people, respectively, with the total number of National Pension holders having increased by 11.3% in comparison with
the previous year.
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